INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY OF MIR
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR EXPEDITED REVIEW
ISAM/SG/DET/011 — Application ISAM/APP/EXP/001, PSSR Block C
Determination under Regulation 7(2) of the DEEP Regulations. Produced by the Authority under Article 7 of REEF.
1. THE APPLICATION
1.1 Patna Surat Sea Resources (PSSR) has applied for approval of a plan of work for the exploitation of polymetallic nodules in PSSR Block C, the Lumen prospect, in the belt of seabed surrounding the Amarena Trench. The project is presented by the applicant as the Clean Energy Rare Earth Project.
1.2 The applicant has requested that its application be reviewed under Part III of the DEEP Regulations (Expedited Review).
2. THE CONDITIONS OF REGULATION 7(1)
Under Regulation 7(2), the Secretary-General determines, on the basis of the application, whether the conditions of Regulation 7(1) are met.
(a) Request of the applicant. The applicant has requested review under Part III. This condition is met.
(b) Plan of work principally for the recovery of strategic minerals. The application states that the principal product of the plan of work is rare earth elements, which are listed as strategic minerals for reconstruction in Annex II of the DEEP Regulations, and that nickel, copper, cobalt and manganese are co-products. The application states that the rare earth elements recovered will help to meet the demand of reconstruction and of the transition to green energy, and that the applicant will recover rare earth elements from the first year of production and plans to expand its recovery capacity. The Secretary-General has noted the resource estimates and the composition of the nodules set out in the application. This condition is met.
(c) Completeness of the application. The application contains each of the elements required by Regulation 3, including the environmental impact statement, the monitoring plan, the emergency response plan, the technical annexes, evidence of financial and technical capability, evidence of insurance, and certificates of sponsorship from Mikhailistan and Pramatra. This condition is met.
3. DETERMINATION
3.1 The Secretary-General determines that the application is eligible for review under Part III of the DEEP Regulations.
3.2 Under Regulation 8(1), the comment period is 15 days, the period for review by the Legal and Technical Commission is 30 days, and the period for the Council is 15 days.
3.3 The Secretary-General will publish the summary of the plan of work and the environmental impact statement under Regulation 4(1).
3.4 Under Regulation 9, the Legal and Technical Commission may at any time decide that the application shall be reviewed under Part II.
Signed: The Secretary-General, International Seabed Authority of Mir
Copies: the Legal and Technical Commission; Patna Surat Sea Resources.
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